The hand is the member of all members. Its importance has been especially commented upon, by all writers, historians, and soothsayers since the world began. There is scarcely an event in our lives but the hand has been the principal agent. Its We all naturally have a preference for small beautifully molded hands, and would be inclined to think they indicated great delicacy of mind and heart; but strange as it may seem, some of the most cruel and relentless characters in history possessed such hands. Charlotte Corday had beautiful delicate hands?which hardly suggested strength or courage enough to drive a dagger to the heart of Murat.
wonderful responsiveness to the most delicate sensibility. The joy and sorrow, the tragedies and mysteries that emanate from it. Through it we live again with all the poets, philosophers, and scientists of old. The most dreaded and disgraceful punishment in olden times was the disfigurement or severing of the hand. Superstition has also run riot in regard to hands as the itching of the palm which was supposed to foretell wealth, etc. Hefon Allen, in his last work, tells of some of the old superstitions about the hands and nails, and cutting of them. The The ancient dogma which we all know of "cutting on Monday you cut them for health, cutting on Tuesday cut them for wealth, etc.," and one and all agreed that "A man had better never been bora, than have his nails on a Sunday shorn." The Romans performed this operation on a day especially set aside for the purpose.
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